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she commanded him from her presence; and with
her own hands she thrust him out,1

She hesitated for a month, and then it was
announced that the profits from the sweet wines
would be henceforward reserved for the Crown.
The effect upon Essex was appalling: he became
like one possessed. Davers had already brought
back word from Mountjoy that his decision was
irreversible. " He desired my Lord to have
patience, to recover again by ordinary means the
Queen's ordinary favour; that, though he had it
not in such measure as he had had heretofore, he
should content himself." Patience 1 Content him-
self 1 The time for such words was past 1 He raved
in fury, and then, suddenly recoiling, cursed himself
in despair. " He shifteth," wrote Harington, who
paid him at this time a brief and terrified visit, " from
sorrow and repentance to rage and rebellion so
suddenly as well proveth him devoid of good reason
or right mind, . . . He uttered strange words,
bordering on such strange designs that made me
hasten forth and leave his presence. . . . His
speeches of the Queen becometh no man who hath
mens sana in corpore sano. He hath ill advisers
and much evil hath sprung from this source. The

1 " This is but one of the many letters which, since I saw your
Majesty, I wrote, but never sent unto you ... I sometimes think of
running [i.e. in the tiltyard] and then remember what it will be to come
in armour triumphing into that presence, out of which both by your own
voice I was commanded, and by your hands thrust out." Essex to the
Quttn. Undated.